
 

 

RESHAPING THE DOMESTIC NEXUS:  

ANALYTICAL INSIGHTS AND METHODOLOGIES  
 
 
A workshop in Manchester, UK on 23rd November 2015, the second in a series of three 
workshops, The Domestic Nexus: interrogating the interlinked practices of water, energy and 
food consumption.  
 
The workshop will run from 10.00 (for 10.30 start) to finish by 17.00. It is taking place at 
Friends Meeting House, 6 Mount Street, Manchester, M2 5NS. 

 
This workshop will bring together understanding from across the distinct domains 
comprising the Nexus (food, energy and water) in the home, and the field of sustainable 
consumption more generally. It will focus on the dynamics and factors – including deliberate 
interventions – which have led to the re-shaping of domestic practices to less resource 
intensive configurations.  
 
Workshop discussion is expected to explore: 
 

● The relationship between theoretical understanding, analytical approaches, 
methodologies and policy formulation 

● Methodological approaches which push practice theory approaches beyond the 
orthodoxy of ethnographic/qualitative case studies, eg; 

o Big data and other quantitative methods, secondary data sets, time use 
survey 

o Urban experimentation/living labs 
● Identification of different changes which have shifted practices towards lower 

resource intensity, including specific interventions but also looking to other 
unintended sources of change to domestic routines such as in economic, 
technological or policy changes 

● Alternatives to conventional ‘behaviour change’ initiatives which focus on systemic 
rather than individual-level change 

● The relationships between initiatives’ institutional contexts and their public 
reception (for example, the differences between promotion by a utility provider and 
a third sector organisation) 

 
The Domestic Nexus is a networking project run from Universities of Sheffield (Matt Watson, 
Peter Jackson and Liz Sharp) and Manchester (Dale Southerton, David Evans, Alan Ward and 
Ali Browne) funded by the ESRC Nexus Network.  
 
Other events in the series: 
UNDERSTANDING DOMESTIC PRACTICES AND THEIR DYNAMICS ACROSS THE 
NEXUS  15th October, Sheffield 
 
SCOPING OPPORTUNITIES FOR INCREASED SUSTAINABILITY: POLICY & PRACTICE 
 9th December, London 
 
Find out more at nexusathome.wordpress.com   
  

https://nexusathome.wordpress.com/
https://nexusathome.wordpress.com/
https://nexusathome.wordpress.com/


 

 

Programme 

 
1000 Arrival, coffee and tea 
1030 Introduction 
 

Methodological approaches to understanding what makes changes happen in 
consumption practices 
1040 Methodology 1: quantitative approaches to understanding practices 

 Ben Anderson Hunting for energy-demanding practices using big & medium 
sized data 

Jen Whillans Using time use survey data to understand domestic practices 
 

1125  Coffee break 

 
1145 Methodology 2: qualitative and design approaches to understanding practices 
  Bente Halkier Methodological multiplicity rather than truisms 

Lenneke Kuijer Design approaches and understanding future change 
 
1230 Methodology 3: urban experimentation and process methodology 

Andrew Karvonen Domestic Experiments; Bringing Living Labs into the Home' 

Frank Boons title to follow 
 
 

1315 Lunch 
 

Interventions beyond behaviour change; practice based, systemic or unintended means 
of making change   
1345 Interventions 1: Disruptions and interventions into practices 

Russell Hitchings Festival camping as a disruption to water use routines: a mixed 

method study 

Dan Welch How can practice theory inform interventions into the domestic 
nexus? 

  

1430 Interventions 2: Tools for policy intervention  
Margit Keller Towards practice-based tools for analysing and planning 
interventions into the household 
presentation and workshop discussion 
 

1510 Tea break 
 

1530  Interventions 3: engineering, infrastructures and changing practices 
Tse-Hui Teh title to follow 

Simon Marvin Becoming Lighter (and Fitter)?: Reconfiguring Bodies, Practices 
and Metabolisms 
 

1615 Closing discussion 
 
1700 Close 


